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Member Questions (3) 
 

1. Question from Councillor David Willingham to Cabinet Member Clean & Green 
Environment,  Councillor Chris Coleman 

 Q) The Clean Air Act gives the council powers to designate Smoke Control Areas.  The 
council’s online mapping suggests that only some parts of the town are covered.  Given 
issues around polution (in this case PM10 and PM2.5 as well as climate change) can the 
council consider whether it would be beneficial for all of the urban and proposed urban 
extention parts of the town to be subject to these controls? 

 Response from Cabinet Member Clean & Green Environment 

 The government has consulted on repealing the Clean Air Act, as part of a wider review of 
AQ powers.  A final decision has not been made.  The Act makes it an offence to emit 
smoke from a chimney of residential premises, unless using an approved fuel or appliance.  
To take any formal action you have to see the smoke and know what fuel is being burnt, 
and on what appliance.  There may be other controls that can be applied to new 
developments through the planning process that are more appropriate. 

2. Question from Councillor David Willingham to Cabinet Member Clean & Green 
Environment,  Councillor Chris Coleman 

 Q) I am concerned about the following two locations: B4633 Gloucester Road outside 
Gloucester Road Primary School and Alstone Lane close to level crossing.  If there are 
monitoring resources, getting a year’s worth of data would seem worthwhile.  As far as I 
can establish from the council’s Air Quality mapping data, those two locations in St Peter’s 
ward have not had any monitoring in the period 2013-2018.  The reason for my concerns 
are details below for each location: 
 
There is frequently queuing traffic heading westbound on Gloucester Road outside 
Gloucester Road Primary School.  These traffic queues feed directly into the proposed 
shrunken AQMA.  I understand that studies have shown that air pollution has a worse 
effect on children, so prior to the AQMA being shrunk, could I please request that 
consideration is given to having air quality monitoring equipment installed outside 
Gloucester Road Primary School? 

 Response from Cabinet Member Clean & Green Environment 

 There will be monitoring outside Gloucester Road School, starting in early 2020  We will 
have a NOx tube there from the first changeover of 2020  We will have a Mesh pod 
installed as soon as they are back from being serviced, updated, and calibrated. 

3.  Question from Councillor David Willingham to Cabinet Member Clean & Green 
Environment,  Councillor Chris Coleman 

 Q) In light of the considerable traffic queues caused by long barrier down times at the level 
crossing and idling diesel trains in the sidings, could I request that air quality monitoring is 
established in close proximity to Alstone Lane level crossing?  

 Response from Cabinet Member Clean & Green Environment 

 Alstone Lane is not on our plan for 2020.  The modelled levels from the Detailed Modelling 
Assessment we commissioned last year are published here: 
https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/downloads/file/7829/detailed_modelling_assessment_2019 
 

https://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/downloads/file/7829/detailed_modelling_assessment_2019


That shows the nearest modelled NO2 levels at the junction of Gloucester Rd / St Georges 
Rd / Alstone Lane as 24.9 & 29.8 ug/m3 at St Georges Gate and The Kings Arms, 
respectively.  These levels are considerably below the annual limit, and levels on approach 
roads to that junction (even in proximity to the level crossing) will be lower.  We only have 
a limited budget for equipment, which is being deployed to areas of concern where we 
need more data on pollutant levels. 

 


